THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
history which we may now recall but can
hardly realize.
It is often argued or assumed that the dis-
ruption of Christendom, as Christendom was
understood, say, in the year 1200, was the work
of die Reformation, but surely that catastrophe
was but the extension of a process that had long
been active. The position of the Emperor was
never the same after the death of Frederic the
Second in 1252 ; the temporal influence of the
Papacy was never the same since the French
domination that caused the seizure of Boniface
VD1 in 1302 and was the prelude to the Avignon
period. The monopoly of learning was broken
by the development of the universities and the
growth of schools of lay jurists well before the
movement we know as die Renaissance. The
definition of national languages, the growth of
national literatures, the development of national
laws, were all disruptive factors ; while the
fifteenth century showed a steady growth of
national consciousness and separation through
the consolidation of Spain and France and our
own forced withdrawal from the Continent.
Lasdy, it would be idle to deny that the ad-
mitted scandals of the period gravely impaired
the prestige of the Popes, and thereby their
unifying power.
This process of disintegration was, of course,
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